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GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, STRATIGRAPHY COMMISSION 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Geological Society Stratigraphy Commission,  
8th February 2012, at Burlington House, London, in the Council Room. 
 
Present  Apologies 
Prof J Cope (acting Chair) [JC]  Prof. A Gale (Chairman) [AG] 
Dr C Waters (Secretary) [CW] Dr J Gregory [JG] 
Dr T Barry [TB] Dr M Hounslow [MH] 
Dr P Bown [PBo] Dr D Kemp [DK] 
Dr A Coe [AC] Dr A Kerr [AK] 
Dr D Condon [DC] Dr K McNamara [KM] 
Prof. P Gibbard [PG] Dr M Oates [MO] 
Dr R Knox [RK] Dr M Simmons [MS] 
Dr J Marshall [JM] Dr C Storey [CS] 
Prof. P Pearson [PP] Dr M Williams [MW] 
Dr J Powell [JP] Dr J Zalasiewicz [JZ] 
Prof. P Rawson [PR]  
Dr A Smith [AS]  
  
 
Item 1 Apologies 
 
Item 2 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th October 2011 
The minutes were accepted without modification. 
  
Item 3 Matters Arising 
1) All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, especially related to the 
section on British GSSPs. Action ongoing. See Item 7. 
 
2) All to send their views to JZ on the impact on geosciences of Impact Factors. JZ to 
compile comments and draft a short piece for submission to Geoscientist. Action 
ongoing. JZ was not able to attend, but it was noted that all members should send their 
views to JZ when he has circulated the proposed Geoscientist article.  
 
3) JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: a proposed 
realignment” to all members. Action ongoing. JZ circulated to members a draft of this 
manuscript on 9th Feb 2010, requesting comments. A subsequent revised/published 
version has not been circulated.  
 
4) JZ to contact Brian Pratt (chair of ISSC) for guidance on how to progress a decision 
on usage of Ma .v. myr. Action closed. See below. 
 
5)  JM to prepare a paper on behalf of the Commission on the Ma. vs myr. Issue (and for 
Ka vs kyr).  Action closed. See below. 
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JM circulated an extract from Episodes (Dec 2011) of a discussion article by Nicholas 
Christie-Blick and I M Villa which maintains the controversy as to whether Ma, Ga 
should be the enforced term to describe durations of time. DC also informed that a paper 
by Christie-Blick has appeared on this topic in the current volume of GSA Today: 
http://www.geosociety.org/gsatoday/archive/22/2/article/i1052-5173-22-2-28.htm. 
 
The ICS Prague meeting was unable to provide a definitive statement and the 
recommendation was that journals can continue following their own preferred option 
until such time as a task group is able to report back with a consensus decision. In this 
respect, Geological Society Publishing House has indicated that Myr is not acceptable in 
their publications unless there is an unambiguous statement to the contrary. It was 
suggested that any future version of the Stratigraphical Procedure handbook could make 
such a definitive statement.  
 
Action: JC to approach informally a member of the Science Committee to express the 
views of the Commission on the Ma .v. Myr issue and as whether it is possible for 
influence the decision of Publishing House. 
 
6) JZ to produce some ideas as what topics could be addressed at a future meeting on 
episodes of stasis. Action ongoing. JZ was not at the meeting to discuss ideas. 
 
7) All to send feedback on the reviewers’ comments to AS by end June with aim of 
discussing a redraft of the paper for the next Commission meeting. Action closed. See 
Item 5.1. 
 
8) RK to circulate list of contact details for societies and draft introductory letter. All to 
send comments to RK in time to allow collation of comments before the next Commission 
meeting. Action closed. See Item 5.2. 
 
9) MS, AG and Brian Lovell to contact the GSA with a view to suggesting a joint meeting 
on the topic of Causes of ancient eustatic sea-level change. Action ongoing. Neither MS 
or AG were available to discuss this further. 
 
10) JZ and MW should be consulted to advise AG on the drafting of a formal response to 
Stan Finney concerning Silurian GSSPs. Action closed. See Item 6. 
 
11) AG to contact Felix Gradstein to indicate if it would be possible for the Commission 
to be involved in helping to organise the GTS2012 workshop field excursion. Action 
closed. See item 9. 
 
Item 4 Publications 
4.1 JG was absent and there was no progress report circulated in advance of the meeting. 
However, CW reported that Chris King was now ready for the Tertiary Special Report to 
be submitted to JG for review. The Commission supported RK as the internal reviewer 
and it was suggested that though it may be necessary to have one external reviewer to 
consider the entire document, due to the length and detailed content of the report it may 
be necessary to also identify further external reviewers of parts of the report. CW agreed 
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to forward this view to JG. JC reported that Graham Lott (BGS) had agreed to contribute 
to the Offshore Western Approaches part of the Jurassic Special Report. 
 
4.2 Special Report Series 
An E-mail from Angharad Hills was circulated to the Commission before the meeting. 
She identified two options for the series: 1) continue publishing as books, eventually to 
appear in the Lyell Collection and production as an online book may be an option for the 
future; 2) new website which can be updated with parts of the report as and when they 
become available. Mixing between formats was not an option. 
 
There was no strong consensus on which of the two options was preferred. There was 
some concern that publishing component chapters could result in significant errors that 
only become apparent when the entire report is completed. However, there are clear 
advantages in that individual chapters can progress at different rates. JM argued that we 
are already at a time where students will not read anything that is not online and a web 
presence would have more readership and would be more searchable. It was felt that if 
the report was available as a digital version on the Lyell Collection, there was no reason 
why it could not be as richly illustrated as online chapters on a website. 
 
It was felt that there was a perceived need for the Precambrian to progress as a 3rd Series 
and that an option was to use this as a guinea pig for the testing of online chapters. CW 
will report back views to Angharad Hills and consult with Rob Strachan about options for 
the Precambrian report. 
 
Action: CW to contact Rob Strachan to discuss further the option of production of the 
Precambrian Special Report as an online product. 
 
Item 5 GSSC Publications 
5.1 GSSAs and GSSPs 
AS anticipates have a revised manuscript available for the May meeting. 
 
5.2 Tertiary 
The Commission article on the Tertiary, published in the Geoscientist 2010 article, was 
intended to be circulated to key international geological societies and some journals 
(PGA and GSA Today) to raise a debate on this issue. RK has compiled a list of E-mail 
contact addresses and will produce a covering letter. Both the cover letter and contact list 
will be circulated to Commission members before being distributed formally. Aim would 
be for RK to compile responses and submit to Brisbane IGC in August 2012.  
 
Action: RK to forward a list of E-mail contact addresses and covering letter to the 
Commission for approval before sending to the societies and PGA. 
 
5.3 Anthropocene 
CW explained that a proposal for a Geological Society Special Publication on “a 
stratigraphical basis for the Anthropocene” has been approved by the Publications 
Committee. CW indicated that the deadline for submissions was March 2013 and then 
outlined the current contents, explaining that there was still scope for some gaps in 
contributions to be filled. PG considered that the Holocene community is not in general 
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in favour with the term Anthropocene, but acknowledged that the volume offers a 
stimulating way to look at stratigraphy. PG suggested consulting the work being done by 
a group from Barcelona on Anthropostratigraphy. The journal Geoarchaeology published 
in Arizona could be consulted to identify a potential contributor. In the journal Holocene 
there is a paper of soils as GSSPs. JC mentioned he could forward links on 
communications concerning the monthly variation in pH as opposed to temperature as a 
major influence on reef system stresses. Palaeobotany could cover topics such as the 
Ambrosia rise in the 1750s with the introduction of European farming techniques into NE 
America. Rachael James (Southampton) may be a potential contributor to a marine 
geochemistry paper. Other potential areas to consider would be evidence for 
desertification and deforestation. 
 
Item 6 Silurian GSSPs 
Stan Finney, Chair of the ICS, sent a strongly worded E-mail to AG on 25 September 
concerning the state of Silurian GSSPs in the UK and asking if the Commission could 
address this issue. The Commission responded with a statement sent on 11 November 
expressing our concern that some important UK work on the section had been 
overlooked. In reply, received on 2 February, Stan sent an apology and expressed a hope 
that the Commission could contribute to the discussion of the potential relocation of 
GSSPs.  
 
The initial feeling is that there needs to be an exploration of the suitability of graptolite-
bearing deep-water facies in the Welsh Basin before considering moving elsewhere. It 
was suggested that we need the opinion of David Loydell (Portsmouth), who sits on the 
Subcommission on Silurian Stratigraphy, as to whether this is feasible. CW needed to 
write a brief holding response to Stan Finney indicating that we are consulting more 
widely before providing a fuller response. 
 
Action: CW to invite David Loydell to the May Commission meeting. 
 
Item 7 Website 
PR reported that he recently completed the Cretaceous entry for the Commission website 
“Brief summary of British Stratigraphy” http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/page10455.html. MH 
is keen to get additional contributions and particularly any photos that members may 
have to illustrate UK GSSPs. CW reported that BGS IPR section had given approval for 
extracts of the BGS Strat Chart to illustrate the website. 
 
Item 8 BGS Stratigraphy Committee 
CW provided an update on progress of the SFC reports as outlined in a document 
circulated before the meeting. He reported that funding for the production of BGS 
Stratigraphical Framework Reports will cease as from 1 April 2012. AS enquired as to 
whether BGS had attempted to get industry funding to fund completion of framework 
reports, e.g. Ball Clay industry interest in Tertiary of Hampshire Basin. It was considered 
that a statement should be sent to BGS indicating the concerns of the Commission of the 
cessation of this series and the potential loss of the close linkage that they had developed. 
 
The main positive development was that the Quaternary (Offshore) report was now 
published and available for free download from 
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http://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/browse.cfm?sec=1&cat=2 . The Mid Jurassic, 
Lithodemic (intrusive) and Lithodemic (metamorphic), Lower Palaeozoic rocks of 
northern England and Ordovician-Silurian of Wales reports are with BGS Publications. 
The Palaeogene of the London Basin has been completed but will be released as a BGS 
Technical Report without external review. Limited funding has been provided to allow 
completion of the Sherwood Sandstone Group, Zechstein Group, and ORS of the Anglo-
Welsh Basin as externally reviewed Research Reports. The Sherwood Sandstone Group 
is soon to be made available for review and CW suggested that MH and Nigel Mountney 
(Leeds) would be suitable. 
 
PG returned corrections to early drafts of Quaternary Stratigraphy Charts for Northern 
and Southern Britain. These may be made available as free download pdfs from the BGS 
website. 
 
Item 9 High Fidelity/Dorset Coast meetings 
CW reminded everyone about the High Fidelity meeting at Burlington House on 16-17th 
May. Following on from this there will be a field meeting for the lead authors of the 
individual chapters of the GTS2012, which is due to be published this summer. Jim Ogg 
is responsible for organising the event and is seeking contributors. PB and AG have 
already agreed and JC indicated that he would be happy to be involved if details can be 
provided by Jim Ogg. 
 
It was also pointed out by AS that Peter Sadler is to attend the High Fidelity meeting and 
the William Smith meeting on 4-5th September. At an earlier meeting it had been 
suggested that Peter could provide a demonstration of CONOP to the Commission. 
Unfortunately, neither of these dates will coincide with a Commission meeting. It was 
suggested that members could either attend one/ or both of these Society meetings. But 
he will also be talking at Cambridge University and AS could forward details to members 
who may wish to attend. 
 
Action: AS to forward details of Peter Sadler meeting at University of Cambridge 
 
Item 10 Any other business 
10.1 PR raised the issue  of communication between the Commission and the Science 
Committee. At one time a Council representative used to attend Commission meetings. 
PR asked if we had a representative on the Science Committee. It was pointed out that the 
Commission Chair is automatically included as a member of the Science Committee. It 
was suggested that it was important that a Commission representative attend every 
meeting and perhaps an alternative should be nominated if AG is unable to attend. 
 
Action: CW to confirm with AG that he sits on the Science Committee as Chair of the 
Commission. If so, JC to draft a letter to Edmund Nickless (Executive Secretary) 
requesting that an alternative Commission representative be invited to attend Science 
Committee meetings if the Chair is unable to attend. 
 
10.2 PB reported about the Digby McLaren and ICS medals to be awarded by ICS at the 
34th IGC in Brisbane. PB asked if members have ideas of somebody they would wish to 
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nominate for the awards. Nomination documents are required to be submitted to PB by 
30 March. PB will arrange for information to be circulated.  
 
10.3  JM reported that he is to be the incoming Chair of the Subcommission on Devonian 
Stratigraphy. 
 
Item 10 Date of next meeting 
Next meeting: 12 noon, Wednesday 9th May 2012, Council Room 
 
Future meetings: 12 noon, Wednesday 7th November 2012, Council Room 
 
CW asked about the schedule for future meetings in February/March. This meeting could 
not be attended by a number of members because of UCAS meetings, which fall on 
Wednesdays. It was suggested for the meeting February/March next year, either a 
Tuesday or Thursday be chosen.  
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----- Summary of actions ----- 

 
Action (ongoing): All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, 
especially related to the section on British GSSPs. 
 
Action (ongoing): All to send their views to JZ on the impact on geosciences of Impact 
Factors. JZ to compile comments and draft a short piece for submission to Geoscientist. 
 
Action (ongoing): JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: 
a proposed realignment” to all members. 
 
Action (ongoing): JZ to produce some ideas as what topics could be addressed at a future 
meeting on episodes of stasis.  
 
Action (ongoing): MS, AG and Brian Lovell to contact the GSA with a view to 
suggesting a joint meeting on the topic of Causes of ancient eustatic sea-level change. 
 
Action: JC to approach informally a member of the Science Committee to express the 
views of the Commission on the Ma .v. Myr issue and as whether it is possible for 
influence the decision of Publishing House. 
 
Action: CW to contact Rob Strachan to discuss further the option of production of the 
Precambrian Special Report as an online product. 
 
Action: RK to forward a list of E-mail contact addresses and covering letter to the 
Commission for approval before sending to the societies and PGA. 
 
Action: CW to invite David Loydell.to the May Commission meeting. 
 
Action: AS to forward details of Peter Sadler meeting at University of Cambridge 
 
Action: CW to confirm with AG that he sits on the Science Committee as Chair of the 
Commission. If so, JC to draft a letter to Edmund Nickless (Executive Secretary) 
requesting that an alternative Commission representative be invited to attend Science 
Committee meetings if the Chair is unable to attend. 
 


